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LATINA LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
INCREASE ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE | ENSURE EQUITY IN HIGHER EDUCATION

LATINA DEMOGRAPHICS
A SOCIAL & ECONOMIC FORCE

7.4 MILLION
Latinas in
California

1 IN 5 PEOPLE
in California 
are Latinas

1 IN 4 LATINAS
are millennials

COLLEGE STUDENTS
WILL INCREASINGLY
BE LATINA
Many will be first-
generation, low-
income students

AVERAGE
UNDERGRAD DEBT IS
$22,000 
For Latinas in the U.S.

HISPANIC PURCHASING
POWER WAS $359 BILLION
which was 19.5% of the
State's total in 2016

Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE)                                    

HEALTHCARE
ENSURING ACCESS FOR ALL CALIFORNIANS

NEARLY THREE MILLION CALIFORNIANS REMAIN UNINSURED.
THE PROBLEM

Although California has worked to protect the gains made by the Affordable Care Act, 
3 million Californians remain uninsured. Governor Gavin Newsom has prioritized
universal health coverage – the biggest impact we can have in lowering the uninsured rate
is providing care to adults, regardless of immigration status. 

OF THE UNDOCUMENTED
COMMUNITY IN CA IDENTIFIES 
AS LATINO/HISPANIC 

86%

California's 2.2 million undocumented residents are integral to our economy and social fabric. Undocumented workers
make up 10% of the state’s workforce and contribute more than $3 billion in state and local taxes annually. They are
raising families and our future workforce. One in six children are raised by an undocumented parent and studies show
that healthy families begin with healthy parents.
 
By passing SB 29 (Durazo) & AB 4 (Bonta) we will expand Medi-Cal coverage to low-income, undocumented adults and
increase coverage to 1.15 million more Californians.[1]

SUPPORT SB 29 (DURAZO) & AB 4 (BONTA) HEALTH4ALL
THE SOLUTION

SB 29 & AB 4 extends eligibility for full-scope Medi-Cal benefits to undocumented adults age 19 and above who are
otherwise eligible for those benefits but for their immigration status. We can reduce health emergencies and lost
productivity by extending eligibility and access to health care plans to a community that is fundamental to California's
growth. Keeping all Californians insured and healthy keeps our state healthy and productive to everyone's benefit.



HIGHER EDUCATION
PREPARING CALIFORNIA'S FUTURE WORKSFORCE

BY 2030, CALIFORNIA WILL HAVE AN UNMET NEED OF 1.65 MILLION COLLEGE-EDUCATED WORKERS.
THE PROBLEM

OUT-OF-POCKET COSTS FOR
LOW-INCOME STUDENTS BY
INSTITUTION: [2]

Community College - $13,467
 
CSU - $10,811
 
UC - $10,033 

Latinx students make up the largest ethnic group in the state, but have the lowest
education success rates. Research continues to show that students cite financial
burdens as the major obstacle to graduation.  California’s current financial aid
programs are too complex. Non-tuition costs such as housing, transportation, and
meals, are not addressed by financial aid. We are leaving too many Latinx and
undocumented students with outrageous expenses.
 
Average estimated out-of-pocket costs for students are more than $10,000. For
undocumented students, who are ineligible for federal aid, this gap is more severe at
$19,000.[3]  To close this financial aid gap, low-income college students typically work
more hours and take on more debt. Studies show that working more than 20 hours a
week burdens academic success and likely leads to drop out.[4] Latinx students are
more likely than their peers to work over 20 hours a week while taking classes.[5]
 
To prepare California’s future workforce, we must position Latinx and undocumented
students for success and provide better access to aid by passing AB 540 and AB 1314.
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[3] "Higher Education Affordability for Undocumented Students in California." The Campaign for College Opportunity October 2018.
[4] “Designing Financial Aid For California’s Future.” The Institute for College Access & Success, November 8, 2018.
[5] Liu, Carol, "Prioritizing Higher Education Outcomes for Latino Californians." California Competes. 11 April 2018.
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SUPPORT AB 540 (LIMÓN) DREAMER SERVICE INCENTIVE GRANTS
THE SOLUTION

AB 540 creates a service learning stipend for eligible undocumented students and provides an opportunity for students to
gain career experience while earning a stipend. Students will be able to earn $1,500/semester or $1,000/quarter.
Four out of five undocumented students are enrolled in community colleges.[6] AB 540 is a critical opportunity to provide
a predictable, equitable aid and relevant job training throughout a student’s educational career – from community college
to a 4-year university. 

SUPPORT AB 1314 (MEDINA & MCCARTY) CAL GRANT REFORM
THE SOLUTION

AB 1314 seeks to reform the Cal Grant system to provide more access to more students.  This bill will task the California
Student Aid Commission (CSAC) to develop a funding formula to identify student-need based on total cost of attendance
and family income. 
 
AB 1314 will remove barriers to aid for needy students who are otherwise ineligible because of their age, time out of high
school, or their AB 540 status. Additionally, AB 1314 helps simplify the state’s complex financial aid system by
consolidating Cal Grant awards and the Middle Class Scholarship and allows students to finance up to 2 summer terms. 

For more information contact HOPE at latinas@latinas.org
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