
HOPE 

The Honorable Senator Harris  

112 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington D.C.  20510  

The Honorable Senator Feinstein 

331 Hart Senate Office Building  

Washington D.C.  20510 

RE: SUPPORT for the HEROES ACT & Priorities for Latinas during COVID-19 

Dear Senator Harris & Senator Feinstein, 

Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE) is a California based leadership and advocacy non-
profit. Our mission is to support the political and economic parity of Latina’s in California and the nation. 
Over the course of our 30-year history, HOPE has been a leader in training Latinas in vital leadership 
skills, and highlighting the unique contributions and needs of Latinas by elevating their voices and 
expertise through our advocacy efforts.  

Latinas are at the frontlines of this pandemic, as one in three jobs held by women has been designated 
as essential, and Latinas represent large segments of industries like farming, food processing and health 
care.   

According to a recent poll conducted by Latino Decisions, 34% of Latino households in California have 
already experienced a job loss, 49% have received wage cuts, while 68% reported having difficulty 
buying or finding necessities such as food, household supplies or medicine. Forty-six percent of Latino 
households have had trouble making a rent or mortgage payment because of the coronavirus and more 
than half are very concerned that they will not be able to keep up with basic expenses. It also found that 
half of the households surveyed had less than $500 in savings. 

Furthermore, Latino Californians ages 18 to 64 are dying more frequently of COVID-19 than their white 
and Asian counterparts relative to their share of the population, and Latinos make up close to half (46%) 
of all COVID-19 cases in the county 



We are writing in STRONG SUPPORT of the $3 Trillion dollar HEROES Act, H.R. 6800 and offer the 
following recommendations as essential priorities to any and all subsequent relief/recovery introduced. 

• Title III – Financial Services and General Government State Fiscal Relief. As California moves
forward to a path of recovery, aid from the Federal Government for fiscal relief will be essential
to ensure that CA’s programs and safety net is strong enough to support all Californian’s.

• Title III- Elections – $3.6 billion for grants to States for contingency planning, preparation, and
resilience of elections for Federal office. According to the Public Policy Institute of California,
Latino’s comprise 21.5% of the eligible voters in our state totaling 1.9 million people. Ensuring
that free, safe and accessible elections will be necessary to upholding the values and promise of
the nation’s democracy.

• Title IV- Department of Education – $100.15 billion to support the educational needs of States,
school districts, and institutions of higher education in response to coronavirus, including: $90
billion for a State Fiscal Stabilization Fund for grants to States to support statewide and local
funding for elementary and secondary schools and public postsecondary institutions.

California’s Education Systems including the K-12 system is facing unprecedented cuts in
Governor Newsom’s May Revise Budget, which is proposing a 6.5-billion-dollar base cut,
impacting Latino students who comprise 54% of California’s K-12 system. Aid from the
Department of Education would go far in minimizing the impacts of school-based cuts that
impact students both in the immediate reality and for years to come.

HOPE is a non-profit, non-partisan, organization committed to ensuring political and economic parity for 
Latinas through leadership, advocacy and education to benefit all communities and the status of 
women. We remain committed to ensuring that the Latina voice is elevated to decision-makers in all 
deliberations that impact our communities.  

We appreciate your time and willingness to work cooperatively in the best interest of our country. If 
you have any questions regarding our support for the HEROES Act, please feel free to contact me at 
htorres@latinas.org or 213.448.8250.  

Best Regards, 

Helen Iris Torres  
Chief Executive Office 
Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE) 
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