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Ray of HOPE

In 2013, Irma L. Olguin Jr. decided to build a company focused on
strengthening the tech industry in Fresno, Calif. and leveraging it as the
economic driver to remake the city. Bitwise Industries now operates
with the goal of activating human potential for the technology industry
in underdog cities across the United States. 
 
As CEO and co-founder, Irma oversees the company’s operations
teams, as well as the technology-focused training program of
Geekwise Academy, and software development firm, Shift3
Technologies. A main component of her role is ensuring the company’s
fidelity to mission, strategy, and long-term goals. 
 
Previously, Irma created 59DaysOfCode, a software development
competition to highlight and encourage the Central Valleyʼs tech
industry. She co-founded Hashtag, an open workspace for designers,
developers, and entrepreneurs to collaborate. And, she co-founded
Edit LLC to solve efficiency and data issues in the agricultural industry. 

IRMA L. OLGUIN Jr.
CEO & Co-Founder

Bitwise Industries

Spirit of HOPE

ANGELICA SALAS
Executive Director

Coalition for Humane
Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA)

 Since becoming CHIRLA's executive director in 1999, Angelica Salas has
spearheaded several ambitious campaigns locally, state-wide, and
nationally. She helped win in-state tuition for undocumented immigrant
students and established day laborer job centers that have served as a
model for the rest of the nation. She led efforts to allow all California
drivers to obtain a driver license and is a leading spokesperson on
federal immigration policy as an active member of FIRM and RIFA.
 
Under Angelica's leadership, CHIRLA and its partners across the country
have built the foundation for the recent upsurge in immigrant rights
activism. As part of a national coordinating committee, Angelica helped
convene a coalition of organizations in California which have
successfully mobilized millions of immigrants to demand comprehensive
immigration reform including legalization with a path to citizenship,
family reunification, and the protection of civil and labor rights.
 
One of Angelica’s greatest accomplishments at CHIRLA has been the
transformation of a coalition of social service providers into an
organization that empowers immigrants to engage in advocacy on their
own behalf. In this respect, she has blazed a pioneering trail among
immigrant coalitions around the country and has propelled other
immigrant rights groups to follow her lead. 
 

HONORING



HOPE FOUNDERS TRIBUTE

Special Presentation

NORA E. VARGAS
CalSTRS

Southwestern Community College District
HLI Class of 2001 

MARIA CONTRERAS-SWEET
Former Administrator for the U.S. Small

Business Administration

GILDA BOJORQUEZ-GJURICH 
Critical Connections

CARMELA LACAYO
National Association for the 

Hispanic Elderly

MINNIE LOPEZ-BAFFO
SoCalGas (Retired)

OLGA E. MORENO
Bona Fide International

MARIA SALINAS
Los Angeles Area 

Chamber of Commerce

NATHALIE RAYES
Grupo Salinas

HLI Class of 2001

Illinois State Comptroller
SUSANA MENDOZA

ADRIANA BERROCAL 
Deloitte Mexico

PRESENTATION FROM THE HOPE BINATIONAL FELLOWSHIP

Binational Chair 2019 Fellow2018 Fellow

Founding President

Special 30th Anniversary Program

ERIKA CONTRERAS
Secretary of the California

State Senate
HLI Class of 2010

THE HON. VANESSA DELGADO
Azure Development
HLI Class of 2002



Dinner Chair

Committee Members

ALEJANDRA VELÁZQUEZ
Director of Public Affairs, Oportun

HLI Class of 2007

CECILIA 
SOTO-LOFTUS, MPH

 
 

THE HON. SANDRA SALAZAR, MD
Physician, Kaiser Permanente

HLI Class of 2009

LAURA ARCINIEGA
Principal, The Raben Group

HLI Class of 2003

LAURA PERALTA
VP, Citi Community Development

HLI Class of 2011

THE HON. VANESSA DELGADO
Managing Partner, Azure Development

HLI Class of 2002

LUPITA SANCHEZ CORNEJO
Director of External Affairs, AT&T

HLI Class of  2000

DINNER COMMITTEE

Honorary Chair

Mistress of Ceremonies
DUNIA ELVIR

News Anchor, Telemundo 52



HOPE BOARD

CHAMPIONS OF HOPE

HOPE STAFF

ROSIE ARROYO
California Community Foundation

HELEN IRIS TORRES
 

Chair of the Board Chief Executive Officer

YAMMILETTE G. RODRIGUEZ
Youth Leadership Institute 

LUPITA SANCHEZ CORNEJO
AT&T

VANESSA CAJINA
KP Public Affairs

ELIZABETH ATLEE
CBRE Legal

BOARD OFFICERS

BOARD MEMBERS

LAURA ARCINIEGA
The Raben Group 

ERICA CABRERA
PG&E

NORA 
DOMINGUEZ, ED.D
University of La Verne

LENNIES GUTIERREZ
Comcast

NICOLINA 
HERNANDEZ

Sempra Energy

EVELIN MARTINEZ
Bank of America

Luisa Acosta 360 Agency
Dolores L. Arredondo City National Bank
Elmy Bermejo Office of Governor Gavin Newsom
Karime Sanchez Bradvica Karime Bradvica Consulting
Olivia Campos-Bergeron 
Anita Gabrielian CG Benefits
Rossina Gallegos Union Bank
Maria Gallo Union Bank (Retired)
Lupita C. Garza White Memorial Medical Center
Mónica Gil NBCUniversal Telemundo Enterprises
Lorena Hernandez Comcast
David Lizárraga TELACU
Carrie Lopez Consultant

Lidia S. Martinez Southwest Airlines 
Diane Medina KABC –TV (Retired) 
John Mendez Mendez Strategy Group
George Opacic PG&E
Clara Potes-Fellow Nonprofit Consultant
Brissa Sotelo-Vargas Valero
Cecilia Soto-Loftus, MPH
Elaine Treviño Almond Alliance of California
Susan Sifuentes Trigueros SoCalGas
Arturo Vargas NALEO
Nora E. Vargas CalSTRS | Southwestern Community
College District
Peter R. Villegas Coca-Cola North America

Belinda Barragan
Programs & Policy Director

Vanessa Acosta
Conferences & Programs Coordinator

Diana Carolina Amaya
Sr. Manager, Youth Programming & Civic Engagement

Mayahuel Gomez-O'Cadiz
Research & Communications Strategist

Jennifer Leger
Operations & Development Coordinator

Pricila Novoa
Community Relations & Program Manager

1st Vice Chair 2nd Vice Chair Secretary Treasurer

Special Thanks Mayra Rojas-Garcia
Events Consultant

Alejandra Creixell Escudero
Events Intern

Maria del Pilar Morales
Communications Intern



UNDERWRITER SPONSORS

PREMIER SPONSOR

STRATEGIC SPONSORS

BENEFACTOR SPONSORS

YEAR ROUND SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

CRYSTAL SPONSORS



Hispanas Organized for Political Equality - HOPE is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, nonpartisan
organization, tax ID #95-4718409. HOPE, the “H” logo design, HOPE Leadership Institute,
Latina Action Day, Latina History Day and Hispanas Organized for Political Equality are
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For sponsorship opportunities contact
For sponsorship opportunities contact Helen I. Torres

at htorres@latinas.org.


